Client Questionnaire

I believe there is no single formula for determining tastes and preferences in art and, as well, that the overall effect of a piece of visual art on a viewer cannot be broken down into basic characteristics. However, to help you find something in particular – a piece to enhance a collection or diversify one – and to help me narrow my search to artists you are most likely to favor, I think it is useful to know your strong partialities and biases. To that end, I have put together some categories that will acquaint me with what you might seek in your next, or first, art-valuable.

I have composed this questionnaire, for the most part, with contemporary paintings and photography in mind. I will be happy to explore with you further the subjects of sculpture, mixed media, crafts and antiques. 

Please let me know, on a scale from 1 – 10 with 10 being the most positive, your reactions to the following classifications. In addition to rating your opinions at the left side of the page, feel free to underscore your comments or questions in the spaces or margins. 

Categorically Yours

Here are some broad categories of visual art. What are your feelings on them?

Abstract { representations in paintings and sculptures stand as objects in their own right

Classical { following the analysis and understanding of classical examples

Figurative/Representational { representing nature or the human figure in some way

Minimal { stripping painting and sculpture to their bare geometric essentials – beyond 

abstraction – relying on the simplest of forms, colors, and textures and rejecting the personal and expressive

Naturalism or Realism { depicting figures, objects, and settings as realistically as possible and without stylization

Subject Matters

What subjects are you most ‘at home’ with?

Allegorical

Animals

Architectural 

Landscape

Life Drawing/Nude

Marine Painting/Seascape 

Portrait

Still Life/Interiors

Some Schooling 

Visual art created today can usually be placed in one school or another. Do you have opinions on these?

Cubism = this movement placed its emphasis on structure, position, and subject idea instead of on surface appearance and has come to mean presenting several views of the same subject within the same pictorial space

Expressionism = emotion is expressed through distortion and exaggeration of color, shape, and surface texture for maximum emotional impact

Impressionism = this movement broke away from realism by using broken brushstrokes which the viewer’s eye makes coherent, and applying paint in small patches of pure color, as well as stressing color and light rather than line

Folk = art made by untrained practitioners

Kitsch = referring to low-quality mass-produced objects which aim for ‘faked’ sensation and sentiment, such as plastic Madonnas and 3D Last Supper postcards

Modern = visual art which, following industrialization and urbanization, gradually separated itself from the constraints of subject matter and traditional rules and values, to become concerned with form, sometimes form per se; the term can also mean ‘the shock of the new,’ the very newest ideas

Naïve = without training or membership in the art world, but with something visually valid to offer – this movement is marked by bright colors and lack of a sense of perspective

Pop Art = this movement began by using imagery from popular culture and consumerism

Postmodern = a trend toward the breakdown of the barriers between ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture; a re-insertion of the visual arts into the modern world of communication

Primitive/Native = art based in technique, craft, or aesthetic of non-Western cultures

Realism = a determination to depict objects as they really are, unadulterated by ideals, and to choose everyday objects

Surrealism = this art movement aimed for an outward and visible expression of what is in the unconscious mind, especially sex and dreams

It Takes Technique

Of all the techniques used to create visual art, which do you most appreciate? (These are grouped loosely, so feel free to indicate any one term.)

Assemblage/Ready-Made/Found Objects

Block Printing/Engraving/Etching

Brush Painting/Pen and Ink

Charcoal/Pastel/Chalk

Collage/Papier colle/ Photomontage

Drawing

Painting

Photography

Printing/Lithography

Of Painting in Particular

Do you prefer the appearance of certain paints? If so, which ones?

Acrylic 

Oil

Tempura

Watercolor/Goache

What color is Your…

Impressionists, especially Claude Monet, turned color into subject matter. How do you feel about color: hue, intensity, and value? (Feel free to indicate one or more of a group.)

Primary Colors (red, yellow, blue)

Secondary Colors (orange, green, and purple)

Cool Colors (various shades of purple, blue, and green)

Warm Colors (various shades of yellow, orange, and red)

Monochrome (a painting or print that is made of tones of a single color)

More about you

Here are a few other questions on which you might want to expound:

Are you trying to coordinate a piece of art with a particular environment? Who are some of your favorite well-known painters? In films, magazines, travel destinations, even music, what are a few of your favorites?
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